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that the scope and duration of a withdrawal
order under §204(e) were within the Sec-
retary’s discretion, subject to judicial re-
view. The court did not view §204(e) as a veto
provision and thus did not address the bi-
cameralism and presentment issues. The
court added, however, that if the section
were interpreted to permit a congressional
committee, by majority vote, to direct the
Secretary to withdraw wilderness areas until
the date specified in the Resolution, the
committee action would be, in effect, an at-
tempt to amend the Wilderness Act of 1964,
and would be unconstitutional under the
Ninth Circuit’s decision in Chadha v. INS, 634
F.2d 408 (9th Cir. 1980). See Pacific Legal
Foundation (PLF) v. Watt, 529 F. Supp. 982 (D.
Mont. 1982), on reconsideration, 539 F. Supp.
1194 (D. Mont. 1982) (final order of Aug. 31,
1982, unpublished).

The constitutionality of the legislative
veto device has since been firmly and finally
decided. INS v. Chadha, 51 U.S.L.W. 4907
(June 23, 1983); Consumer Emnergy Council V.
FERC, 673 F.2d 425 (D.C. Cir. 1982), aff’d, 51
U.S.L.W. 3935 (June 29, 1983), Consumers
Union v. FTC, 691 F.2d 575 (D.C. Cir. 1982),
aff’d, 51 U.S.L.W. 3935 (June 29, 1983). There
remains no doubt that the power to direct
withdrawal of lands granted to a single Con-
gressional Committee by §204(e) is, by its
terms, a legislative veto and is unconstitu-
tional under Chadha.

At the request of Interior, this Office ex-
amined §204(e) and the relevant case law in
conjunction with a Resolution of August 3,
1983, by the House Committee on Interior
and Insular Affairs, which purported to di-
rect the Secretary to withdraw lands in the
Fort Union Coal Region of Montana and
North Dakota. We determined and advised
Interior that the Resolution passed pursuant
to §204(e) purporting to direct withdrawal
was unconstitutional as a legislative veto
and was not salvageable under the construc-
tion of the court in PLF v. Watt. We further
determined and advised that constitutional
failure of the veto provision has no effect on
the substantive authority granted to the
Secretary of Interior by the statutes.

Congressional Research Service, Memo-
randum, June 20, 2008.
SUBJECT: Constitutional Issues with

§204(e) of the Federal Land Policy and Man-
agement Act of 1976, as amended.

. For there to be a legal obligation to
withdraw land imposed on the Secretary of
the Interior pursuant to §204(e), the [INS v.
Chadha, 462 U.S. 919 (1983)] decision requires
that actions of Congress comply with both
the bicameralism and presentment clauses of
the Constitution. The single committee reso-
lution contemplated by §204(e) does not sat-
isfy these requirements and, therefore, can-
not be said to impose any legal obligation on
the Secretary to withdraw land. Accord-
ingly, should such a resolution be adopted it
appears likely that the Secretary would be
well within his authority to interpret it as
informational and/or advisory in nature and,
thus, will be able to avoid taking the actions
contemplated under the statute. Should Con-
gress wish to impose a binding legal obliga-
tion on the Secretary it could opt either to
pass a joint resolution or a bill, both of
which satisfy the bicameralism and present-
ment requirements of Article I, as they
would need to be presented to the President
for his signature or veto (and in the case of
a veto be overridden) to have the necessary
effect of mandating that the Secretary with-
draw land.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. Ricardo Sanchez of Corpus
Christi, TX on his retirement from the Corpus
Christi Regional Transportation Authority.

Ricardo has been an excellent public serv-
ant for the Coastal Bend and has dedicated
his professional career to improve the trans-
portation infrastructure of South Texas.

Ricardo has over 27 years of professional
and managerial experience in public transpor-
tation. He started his career in public transpor-
tation with Houston Metro in 1983 and moved
to the Corpus Christi RTA in 1986 to serve as
Assistant to the General Manager.

During his tenure with the Corpus Christi
RTA, Ricardo worked in varying and extensive
capacities serving as Assistant to the General
Manager for Contracts and Procurement; Di-
rector of Contracts and Materials Manage-
ment; Director of Maintenance Services, and
Director of Special Projects.

In May 2004, Ricardo was selected by the
RTA Board of Directors to serve as Interim
General Manager for the agency and later
hired as the agency’s General Manager.

Ricardo has been a productive member of
the community, serving in numerous leader-
ship posts such as Board Member of the Na-
tional Archives and Historical Foundation of
the American Gl Forum, Vice-Chair of the Cor-
pus Christi Arts and Cultural Commission, and
President of the Houston Chapter Association
for the Advancement of Mexican Americans.

Ricardo and his wife, Carmen, have three
wonderful daughters—Yliana, Marisa, Te-
resa—and have one grandchild, Andrea.

| congratulate Ricardo on his retirement and
wish him and his family the best of luck during
the next chapter of his life.

————

HONORING ROBERT BEATTY ON 50
YEARS WITH THE INDIAN RIVER
LIONS CLUB

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize Robert Beatty of Indian River, Michi-
gan. Mr. Beatty has served as a member of
the Indian River Lions Club for 50 years, and
| ask that you, Madam Speaker, and the entire
U.S. House of Representatives, join me in
honoring his 50 years of service to the Indian
River community.

Born in Marietta, Ohio, on April 24, 1923,
Robert Beatty moved to Indian River in 1946.
He and his wife, Edith, will have been married
61 years this October. Together, they have
raised three lovely children.

Mr. Beatty’s service with the Lions Club, the
world’s largest service organization, is truly
commendable. His first contact with the Lions
Club came in 1958 at a poker game with An-
thony Schneider, the founding member of the
Indian River Lions Club chapter. After dis-
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cussing the mission of the Lions Club, he was
so enthusiastic that he decided to join the next
day.

Mr. Beatty quickly rose through the ranks.
After only 3 days of membership, he took on
the role of treasurer. Since that time, he has
held every position within the club except sec-
retary and has been on the board of directors
for all 50 years of his membership. With a rep-
utation of being the first to volunteer for every
community service project, his leadership in
the Lions Club has been instrumental to their
service for the Indian River community.

Mr. Beatty’s community service extends be-
yond his activities with the Lions Club. As a
former member of the Indian River school
board, he worked diligently to improve edu-
cation within his community. A veteran of the
U.S. Army, Mr Beatty is also a lifetime mem-
ber of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, con-
tinuing to serve his community and assist his
fellow veterans through his membership.

Madam Speaker, as Robert Beatty cele-
brates his 50 years of faithful service with the
Indian River Lions Club, | ask that you and the
entire U.S. House of Representatives join with
me in thanking Mr. Beatty’s for his dedicated
service. Indian River is no doubt a better place
because of Mr. Beatty’s years of involvement
in the community.

—————

SUPPORTING HUMAN RIGHTS IN
VIETNAM

HON. AL GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2008

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
Respect for human rights and individual free-
dom is an important element of American for-
eign policy. Therefore, it must be the goal of
the United States government to work towards
enhancing human rights conditions, individual
liberty and religious freedom in Vietnam. Moral
imperatives such as freedom and individual
rights are exceedingly important in estab-
lishing a mutually beneficial diplomatic rela-
tionship.

The current human rights situation in Viet-
nam is unacceptable. | am greatly concerned
about state sanctioned oppression that has left
numerous Vietnamese citizens helpless in the
face of a government that has chosen to exer-
cise repressive rule over a population that
seeks individual, political and religious free-
dom. There are numerous religious and polit-
ical prisoners imprisoned in Vietham. Political
prisoners are placed in conditions that are un-
acceptable. The international community
should not sit idly by and allow this behavior
to continue without condemnation.

In Vietnam, according to Human Rights
Watch, “2007 was characterized by the
harshest crackdown on peaceful dissent in 20
years.” Additionally, since gaining membership
in the World Trade Organization, it has been
reported that Vietham moved to suppress all
challenges to the Vietnamese Communist
Party (VCP) by arresting dozens of democracy
and human rights activists, independent trade
union leaders, underground publishers, and
members of unsanctioned religious groups.

The government of Vietham should not be
rewarded by the United States government
and the international community for stifling the
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